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A Teacher from Hell That I Was Honored to Have
Javad Vosoughi Fard

To say our sixth grade was hard is an under-
statement, and my former classmates can testi-
fy to that. That year was dreadful, and we have
our great teacher to thank for that.

He was hard on his students. This was a well-
known fact, even before his classes started. He
was an experienced, knowledgeable teacher,
there’s no doubt about that, but the thing that
made his classes such a great burden to bear
was his strange, yet engineered attitude toward
his students. He sought perfection in every one
of us, and that was the source of his frustration
with us. He steered us like a herd of sheep, to
where he deemed worthy.

One moment he was calm, the next, who knew?
He could be bellowing at the top of his lungs,
at an innocent student who didn’t know a sup-
posedly simple math question or on his rare
moments of satisfaction, he could be praising
his favorite student -which was me- for half an
hour, boasting about how good I was, and how
everyone should act like me.

Therefore to be worthy of his compliments, i
obligated myself to work day and night, striv-
ing for his attention, doing my best to appear
calm, wise, and all-knowing, while down in my
heart, i was ready to faint.

It was tiring, being his favorite student. For a
year, I, a child of 11, was expected to be the
best; tidy, careful, organized, a beacon of hope
for other students, a tool to be paraded in front
of the whole world of students and parents. For
an entire year, i was the target of the jealousy of
other students and even parents and strained
under the pressure of their expectations. My
fame in his classes became a disease, spread-
ing to other schools and gaining more attention
and as a result, immense jealousy. To put it sim-
ply, that year was a curse.

But, would you believe me if i say thathe wasand

4

still is my favorite teacher? Sure, he destroyed
half the class, crushed their hopes even; but I'm
being selfish today, and in my selfish perspec-
tive, he shaped me in his forge of a class. With
his constant words of advice in various tones of
command, he instilled in me a belief that I can
do anything, and a will to fulfill my dreams. He
thought me humility, constantly reminding me
to be humble, that the destination of the water
from a proud fountain is always solid earth.
He thought me, tasked me even, to always teach
others and help them become better. He shaped
me in ways that would change the course of my
future. He changed the way i view myself, not
as a regular child studying in a small city, but
as an entitled person with immense potential.
He inculcated in me a habit of hard work, by
making his class a fearful place for those who
weren't trying hard enough.

I may not favor his methods or the way he used
uneasy words to make us try our hardest, but
the results -at least for me- were something
noteworthy, and that is not something to be
easily overlooked. I still tremble before the
memories of those days, but deep down, there’s
a little satisfaction with myself, rooted firmly in
my heart and always telling me that I can do
anything I want. If this utterance of mine was
ever to reach him, I want him to know that he
was a teacher to be remembered for the rest of
my life, and for that I'm thankful.
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The Shawshank Redemption o
Parsa Safara

The Shawshank Redemption is a 1994 film about the
life of a prisoner named Andy Dufresne. Andy goes to
prison in Ohio in 1947 in charge of the murder of his
wife. Although he is innocent he has not been able to
prove his innocence. The entry of a distinguished per-
son like Andy among the prisoners, most of who have
been sentenced to long years in prison, is challenging.
The aggressive behavior of Ohio inmates is a natural re-
action to the conditions in which they find themselves,
But Andy’s anger is internal. He talks less about himself
during the film. He does not talk about what is going
on in his head. He does not talk to anyone about what
has happened to him.

Shawshank Redemption is the story of two groups
of men: a group of those who have unconditional-
ly surrendered to the imposed conditions and situa-
tions, and some of them, like a group of prisoners, who
cause harassment. Andy is the main representative of
this group of prisoners; who, when the court convicts
him and the head of the prison ignores his only chance
for release and orders the murder of the only witness
who can enable his release, concludes that he should
establish true justice himself. He escapes from prison
and joins Redding, a reformed prisoner. In this sense,
Shawshank Redemption is the story of the hope and
greatness of the human soul. The story is sad and at
the same time heartwarming. The narrative of life is
horrible for people who at first have no interest in the
terrifying environment in which they find themselves,
and endure it through suffering and misery in order
to gradually become accustomed to it; but once they
get used to it, they become so attached to it that they
refuse to leave. And if they are pardoned, or like Brooks
Hatlen commit suicide out of desperation and incom-
patibility with the seemingly free space outside prison,
or like Reading, seek a solution to be sent back to pris-
on; that is, where they have spent most of their lives. If
older prisoners, such as Brooks or Reading, prefer to
spend the rest of their lives in and out of prison, it is
certainly not because they are more free in prison or in
a better position or there is a more terrifying situation
outside the prison, but for this decision, they must seek
the answer to the question of how the head of the pris-
on and the prison guards treated the prisoners, which
made them disregarded of their presence and absence
and their freedom and imprisonment.
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Fluency versus Accuracy
Mohammad Mahdi Alamdarlou ¢

Fluency in language learning is the ability to use the
spoken or written form of the language to commu-
nicate effectively. While fluency needs a reasonable
knowledge of vocabulary and grammar, the language
produced does not need to be perfect as long as you are
able to be clearly understood. On the other hand, accu-
racy refers to the production of grammatically correct
spoken or written language. Although it is essential to
learn the correct forms of the language, accuracy does
not ensure the ability to communicate fluently.
Frequently, the hardest part of a language teacher’s oc-
cupation is finding the right balance between fluency
and accuracy related teaching in the classroom, as both
are equally important. Though, the students reason
for studying the language will sometimes dictate the
balance to some extent. For instance, adults who are
learning English for non-academic reasons are likely to
be more concerned with fluency, while youthful learn-
ers studying for exams are bound to be concerned with
accuracy.
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